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Short courses on key international economic issues 
for delegates from permanent missions in Geneva 
Second semester 2008

Following the successful experience in 2007 and bthe first semester of 2008, the UNCTAD secretariat is pleased to announce a series of short courses on key international economic issues for delegates and staff from permanent missions in Geneva for the second half of 2008. 

The aim is to give permanent missions an opportunity to follow a shorter, more focused version of the regional three-week course on key issues on the international economic agenda. Delegates attending the course will become better acquainted with the most topical issues in the main areas of UNCTAD’s work. More detailed information on the content and schedule of individual courses can be found in the attached programme. 

The secretariat has planned three courses, to be held on Monday 29 September (room XXV), Friday 31 October (room XXV) and Friday 28 November 2008 (room XXIV) from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Palais des Nations. 
The courses will be delivered in English, with simultaneous interpretation into Arabic, French and Spanish. 

The secretariat invites permanent missions to nominate delegates who follow UNCTAD or WTO matters in Geneva to attend one or all of the courses, using the attached application form, which should be submitted at least one week before the date of the course. The courses will begin promptly at 10 a.m. to allow sufficient time for debate after the presentations. 

Any queries about the programme should be addressed to: 

Ms. Vlasta Macku; e-mail: vlasta.macku@unctad.org; tel: 022 917 6227; or 

Mr. Mohan Panicker; e-mail: mohan.panicker@unctad.org; tel: 022 917 2561.

(signed)
Supachai Panitchpakdi 

Secretary-General of UNCTAD 

28 August 2008
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Programme

29 September 2008: 
Aid for Trade and development 
Aid for Trade has emerged from a shift in the development discourse on aid, trade and development. It is accepted that development assistance specific to trade must accompany any trade reform effort for such reform to be meaningful and lasting in terms of its development impact on developing countries. Aid for Trade for developing countries is an essential complement to trade liberalization in the international trading system so that trade can operate as an effective engine of growth, development and poverty reduction. Aid for Trade is thus aid for development – it is necessary both for building trade and productive capacities in developing countries so as to enable them to realize potential trade and welfare gains from trade liberalization, and for mitigating the associated costs of trade liberalization, whether multilateral, bilateral or unilateral. The Aid for Trade initiative mandated by the Sixth World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference – elaborated further by the WTO Task Force on Aid for Trade and follow-up work in this regard – provides an important platform for transforming the Aid for Trade commitments into action at the national, regional and international levels. Further, the Accra Accord of UNCTAD XII noted, “Increased and more effective Aid for Trade is needed to support all developing countries, in particular LDCs, to benefit from the rule-based international trading system.” The course on Aid for Trade and development will examine issues relating to the nature of the demand for and the supply of Aid for Trade. The first part of the course will take up key principles of Aid for Trade and issues relating to the demand for Aid for Trade and areas of needs in developing countries. The second part will then discuss the issues relating to the supply of Aid for Trade, and the role of UNCTAD and the United Nations in this regard. 

Delivered by:
Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities
31 October 2008: Adapting to the new energy realities: trade and development perspectives

Energy is one of the most challenging development issues currently facing the global community, especially developing countries. Energy sources fuel development and contribute to reducing poverty through increasing productivity, ensuring better environment, health and education levels, in addition to diversifying income sources. Drawing on UNCTAD’s work and activities, the course will give an overview of the energy sector, distribution of global demand and supply, analysis of price volatility and related factors driving such volatility, and recent developments in the energy industry – the energy crisis – and its impact on trade and development. The course will also discuss policies and measures at the national, regional and international levels, and the United Nations’ and UNCTAD’s contribution to ensuring energy availability, accessibility and affordability for development.

Delivered by:
UNCTAD Task Force on the Energy Crisis 

28 November 2008: Addressing the global food crisis through trade and development strategies

The recent global food crisis can be seen as a wakeup call which can be turned into an opportunity by developing countries and the international community to revitalize global agriculture production and trade, and do more to rectify the systemic imbalances in global agricultural production and trade that have contributed to today’s problems. Ultimately, it is a development failure that is at the heart of the crisis, and if this failure is not rectified, the crisis will be permanent. Responses to the crisis will thus have to address both short-term and underlying structural causes and implications from a development perspective. In this regard, a number of policy measures and concrete actions in respect of trade, investment and agriculture development at the national, regional and international levels could be taken. The course will thus examine key trade, investment and commodity policies, and their role in ensuring sustainable food security and alleviating poverty. The first part of the course will examine the underlying nature and contributing factors to the global food crisis from a trade and development angle. The second part of the course will discuss possible responses to this crisis in terms of trade, investment, and agricultural policies and measures at the national, regional and international levels. UNCTAD’s potential contribution to addressing the crisis will be highlighted, including through the Comprehensive Framework for Action prepared by the United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Task Force on the Global Food Crisis.

Delivered by:
UNCTAD Task Force on the Global Food Crisis 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
(please print or type) 

Last name: __________________________ First name: ___________________________
Middle initial: ________________________________________Gender (F/M): ___________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Job title: ________________________________________________________________________
Permanent mission (country): ____________________________________________________ 

Postal address: _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Tel.: __________________________ Fax: _______________________________
E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to register for the following courses (please tick those that interest you): 

□ 
29 September 2008: Aid for Trade and development

□
31 October 2008: Adapting to the new energy realities: trade and development perspectives
□ 
28 November 2008: Addressing the global food crisis through trade and development strategies
I would like to receive reminders prior to each course (tick the appropriate box): 

□ By phone       □ By e-mail        □ By fax         □ No reminders       
Registration forms should be sent to: 

Ms. Vlasta Macku

Chief, Training Capacity Development, DTL

Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10

Fax: 022 917 00 50

E-mail: vlasta.macku@unctad.org
