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Supply chains: complex cross-border organizational 
structures and industry networks for developing, producing, 
transporting, and delivering goods or services globally

https://www.mhlnews.com/global-supply-chain/article/22051377/global-supply-chain-risk-increasing



International trade and logistics: A 
multitude of stakeholders and procedures



Why Gender Equality 
Matters for Supply Chains

•Supply chains underpin global trade

•80% of global trade by ships

•UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport, Women 

represent:

➢ 16% of the maritime workforce

➢ Only 1% of seafarers

➢ Minority in leadership across ports and logistics



Gender Equality as a Supply 
Chain Resilience and 
Performance Issue

• Maritime sector faces shortage 
of 90,000 officers by 2026

• Excluding women restricts 
talent supply

• Inclusive supply chains 
demonstrate:
• Greater operational resilience
• Better governance
• Greater innovation
• Improved performance
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Supply chains and international trade: components
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The regulatory part of international 
trade is trade facilitation 
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Huaquillas (Ecuador-Peru)
Desaguadero (Bolivia-Peru)

• Scope
i) Women traders
ii) Border agency officers,
iii) Logistics operators.

• 352 surveys



Gender Barriers in Trade 
Facilitation and Cross-
Border Trade

• Over 60% of women traders lack 
knowledge of simplified trade 
regimes

• High exposure to:

• Harassment

• Information gaps

• Financial exclusion

• Digital barriers
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Level of knowledge of simplified trade regimes
Services offered at the border

Low Medium High Don’t know

Don’t’ 
know



Consequences of lack of information

Recommendation: more training for officers, information disseminated through 
the channel of traders' choice, more reliable access points

Lack of information about the market

Lack of information about trade procedures

Theft

Confiscation of goods

Lack of guidance from Border officers

Delays at the Borders



Gender-based challenges according to 
officers

They have less access to productive inputs

They have less access to financial resources

They have more trouble getting their goods

They trade products with lower added value

They trade a smaller range of goods

They have limited transportation options

Harassment and social insecurity



Digital divide

95% of traders have a mobile phone and 82% 
have a mobile phone with an internet 
connection.

Traders use their phones for communication
with customers.

Only 12% of the
Traders practice e-commerce.

Traders they ask for e-commerce training. 82%
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comerciales
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marketing vía SMS)
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Otro

 Acceso a información sobre normas y
regulaciones comerciales

Recommendation: trainings, payment program that may be
used between border countries, reinforce connectivity in the region.



Women Government official conditions
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Gender-based discrimination
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• Builds pipeline of women leaders in 
global port sector

• Trained 12,000+ port professionals in 
over 60 countries

• Women participation increased to 
approx. 35%Impact: Strengthened 
leadership of women in ports

• Improved port efficiency, management 
and innovation

• Created sustainable training 
ecosystems

TrainForTrade Port Management Programme



Gender Equality as a Supply Chain Resilience and Performance Issue

• First global platform bringing 
together governments, industry 
and international organizations

• Identifies gender equality as 
central to supply chain resilience

• Provides policy dialogue and 
consensus-building



• Supports National Trade Facilitation 
Committees

• Promotes gender inclusion in policy 
processes

• Country example:
➢Ghana Gender Subcommittee

• Reform Tracker:
➢Enables monitoring of reforms including 

gender-related measures
➢ Improves transparency, accountability and 

implementation

UNCTAD Trade Facilitation



Thank youThanks!
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