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Ebru Gökçe Dessemond is an economist at Competition and Consumer Policies Branch 
(CCPB) of UNCTAD since 2006. She is responsible for preparing and servicing the annual 
sessions of Intergovernmental Group of Experts (IGE) on Competition Law and Policy, 
and IGE on Consumer Protection Law and Policy. She develops and implements technical 
assistance and capacity building projects for developing countries. In the past, she 
worked as a project officer for UNCTAD projects for Zimbabwe, Ethiopia and Tanzania, 
and the Middle East and North Africa region. She conducts research in competition and 
consumer protection areas, and coordinates UNCTAD Research Partnership Platform. 
Prior to joining UNCTAD, she worked at the Ministry of Trade of Turkey.  
 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from the Middle East Technical University, 
Ankara, Turkey (1993-1997), and a Master of Arts degree in international relations from 
Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (2001-2003). 
 
She speaks Turkish, English, French and Spanish. 
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Mrs Elizabeth Gachuiri has a long experience in competition and consumer policies 

issues both at national and international level. She is currently working as an 

Economic Affairs Officer in UNCTAD, in the Division on International Trade  

She joined UNCTAD in May 2000 as a competition expert to work in the Competition and 

Consumer Policies Branch of the International Trade Division. Her experience includes 

extensively working with developing countries in competition and consumer policy projects 

in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe, Middle East and Latin America. She significantly contributed 

to development of competition law and the revision of consumer protection law of Botswana 

for many years. She has been a project manager for competition programs in Zimbabwe 

Ethiopia, Tanzania among others for technical assistance projects  She is also the UNCTAD 

Liaison Officer for the Global Network of Export and Import Banks, and Development 

Finance Institutions (GNEXID), a network established 10 years ago by the former UN CTAD 

Secretary General. 

 

Before joining UNCTAD, she worked with Kenya Government in various Ministries 

as an Economist. She was among the first officers who joined the Kenyan Monopolies 

and Prices Commission (now Kenya Competition Authority) in 1989 and served in 

various positions; including as the Head of Mergers and Acquisitions Division and as 

an Assistant Commissioner.  

As a founding staff member of the Monopolies and Prices Commission she was 

involved in the implementation of competition law and policy in Kenya for 12 years.  

 

Elizabeth has drafted many background papers on competition, consumer protection and their 

link to trade and development. Developed and delivered training programs for competition 

Authorities in developing countries under the UNCTAD technical cooperation and capacity 

building programs. She has been instrumental to preparing and facilitating competition law 

enforcement, UNCTAD voluntary Peer reviews for many developing countries and 

organizing round table discussions during the Intergovernmental Group of Experts annual 

meetings and during the UN Conferences on the review of the UN Set on Competition. She 

has recently been involved in the work of African Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) on competition 

and consumer protection matters. 

  

Mrs Gachuiri holds a Master of Arts degree in Economic Development from Williams 

College, Massachusetts, USA. (1992), a Post Graduate Diploma in Economics, Economic 
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Institute, Boulder Colorado, USA. (1991, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from 

University of Nairobi, Kenya (1986). 

 

  

 
 


