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Non-Tariff Measures everywhere …
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Challenge to comply with requirements

Source: UNCTAD

Bringing dried mangoes into the 

EU is duty-free for all countries. 

However, exporters need to 

comply with 
• tolerance limits for pesticide 

residues, 

• hygienic practices during 

production, 

• processing methods, 

microbiological criteria of the final 

product, 

• certification

• Organic 

• Fair-trade (e.g. labor rights)

NTMs
Non-Tariff

Measures

VSS
Voluntary

Sustainabilty

Standards



Non-Tariff Measures

• “Non-Tariff Measures are policy measures, other than ordinary 

customs tariffs, that can potentially have an economic effect on 

international trade in goods, changing quantities traded, or prices 

or both” (UNCTAD Group of Eminent Persons on NTBs)

→ neutral concept!

• NTMs include a broad range of policy instruments including 

1. traditional trade policy instruments, quotas, price controls, rules of origin

2. regulatory and technical measures, from non-trade objectives related to safety, 

health and environmental protection 

• Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures

• Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 



Examples of Technical Non-Tariff Measures

1. Toys for children under 3 years shall not contain articles smaller 

than 1.25 inch (United States)

2. Maximum levels of aflatoxins in food

3. Certificate of conformity for materials in contact with food 

4. Regulation on Control of Imports, exports and Consumption of 

Ozone Depleting Substances

– Imports Licenses for Ozone Depleting Substances (Lao People's Democratic Republic)



Trend: NTMs on the rise
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Tariffs have gone down, non-tariff measures not so

Figure 5: Contrasting Trade Policies

Source: UNCTAD calculations based on UNCTAD TRAINS and WTO I-TIP data

Source: UNCTAD



Estimated average ad-valorem equivalents
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UNCTAD NTM Programme

unctad.org/ntm
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Transparency Good Regulations



Multi Agency Support Team 

(FAO, ITC, OECD, UNCTAD, 

UNIDO, World Bank, WTO) 

initiated by UNCTAD 

updated NTM classification

UNCTAD-MAST Classification: 

The common language

unctad.org/ntm



UNCTAD-MAST NTM Classification

Tree structure – Example 

A  SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES
A1 Prohibitions/restrictions of imports for SPS reasons

A2 Tolerance limits for residues and restricted use of substances

(…)
A8 Conformity Assessment related to SPS

A81 Product registration requirement
A82  Testing requirement

A83  Certification requirement

A84 Inspection requirement
A85 Traceability requirement

A851 Origin of materials and parts

A852 Processing history
A853 Distribution and location of products after

delivery
A859 Traceability requirements n.e.s.

A86 Quarantine requirement

A89 Conformity assessments related to SPS n.e.s
A9 SPS Measures n.e.s.

B  TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

C  PRE-SHIPMENT INSPECTION AND OTHER FORMALITIES 
D CONTINGENT TRADE PROTECTIVE MEASURES

E NON-AUTOMATIC LICENSING, QUOTAS, PROHIBITIONS …
F PRICECONTROL MEASURES INCLUDING ADDIT. TAXES …

G  FINANCE MEASURES

H  MEASURES AFFECTING COMPETITION

I    TRADE-RELATED INVESTMENT MEASURES

At this level of 

coding: about 

500 measures in 

the classification

unctad.org/ntm

Classification



Official NTM data collection

• From here… …to here



Map of Data Availability – A global initiative led by UNCTAD 



1. NTMs cover a vast array of policies; in fact the most WTO 

agreements deal with NTMs (and FTAs, too) 

2. NTMs are highly relevant for safety, health and the 

environment (behind the border)

3. There is a rising use of NTMs

4. On average, NTMs are 3 times more costly than tariffs 

5. There is an International Classification of NTMs

6. A Transparency in Trade Initiative aims to enhance 

availability of information on regulations

Summary Introduction NTMs



unctad.org/ntm

tab@unctad.org


