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• Only few NTMs’ main objective is to restrict trade..!

• Most NTMs have regulatory policy objectives, such as 

to protect human, animal and plant health, or to 

protect the environment → elimination not an option

• Usually, applied equally to domestic producers

• They directly impact on sustainability

→ food security/safety (SDG 2),

→nutrition and health (SDG 3), 

→protect endangered species and the environment (SDGs 

14&15), 

→ensure sustainable production, consumption (SDG 12) and 

energy (SDG 7), 

→combat climate change (SDG 13)

Direct linkages between NTMs and SDGs
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Connecting SDGs and NTMs

• Direct linkages (c.f. indirect linkages)

• 1. Product connecting SDGs and NTMs

• 2. NTM clearly stating SDG Target-related objectives

– Ban on cigarette-shaped toys in order to implement the WHO 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (SDG Target 3.a.)

Strengthen the 

prevention and 

treatment of … 

harmful use of alcohol

SDG Target 3.5

Food-grade 

Alcohol

(HS 2203 ~ 2208)

Internationally 

traded product

Labelling 

requirement 

(B31) on alcohol 

regarding warnings

Country’s NTM 



Connecting SDGs and NTMs

• Specific linkages of SDG-HS-NTM, supported by keywords

– E.g., SDG Target 3.5 – Food-grade alcohol – B31 (warnings)

– E.g., SDG Target 3.a – Toys – B7 (no cigarette shape)

– from 26 SDG targets under 9 SDGs

• The established linkages describe an intended (and positive) 

impact of NTMs on the achievement of SDG Targets (stated or 

implied). 



To which extent NTMs in each economy/region directly address 

specific SDGs?

* Read with caution



Additional information

• TRAINS Website – NTMs and SDGs

• UNCTAD Website - NTMs and SDGs

• E-learning Course on NTMs and 

Sustainable Development

https://trainsonline.unctad.org/sdgs
https://www.unescap.org/training/entm
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• Trade can substantially improve economic 

outcomes for women, yet these positive effects 

can materialize only if the barriers that limit 

their participation in trade are minimized 

(World Bank, 2020) 

• At the WTO ministerial conference in 2017 - 121 

members endorsed the “Buenos Aires 

Declaration on Women and Trade”– critical 

element is the identification of barriers that 

limit women’s participation in trade. 

• Amongst the challenges that women are facing, 

regulatory factors can have an important 

bearing on access to international markets, value 

chain upgrading, among others. These 

challenges are mostly concerned with NTMs. 

Gender and NTMs, how are they related? 



Our study “Non-tariff measures (NTMs): Gendered 

Perspective (forthcoming) by Divya Prabhakar and 

Mingcong Li”: 

• Advance the discussion on the impact of NTMs 

on women and propose ways in which NTMs and 

related projects/programmes can be approached 

with a gender lens.

• Reaffirms that gender needs to be mainstreamed 

to minimize the impact of NTMs on men and 

women through appropriate project design, 

implementation and monitoring. 

– Gender mainstreaming is the globally accepted 

strategy for implementing global commitments on 

gender equality (United Nations Economic and 

Social Council (1997), agreed conclusions 1997/2). 

Introduction: Study promoting gender mainstreaming in 

NTMs-related projects 



NTMs and women: 

An analysis - women as traders, workers and consumers



A practical guide –

approaching NTMs related programs with a gendered lens 



A practical guide – breakdown



A practical guide – breakdown (continued)



• From

A practical guide – breakdown (continued)
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• From January 2020 to June 2021, over 140 countries have 

introduced approx. 420 trade measures in response to Covid 19.

• 26% are tariff measures, while 74% are non-tariff measures. 

Trade Measures during the Covid-19 pandemic



Non-Tariff Measures during the Covid-19 pandemic

< Examples >

Various import measures;

Export prohibitions

Export/import prohibitions

Technical requirements for 

export/import

Tax exemption or deferral;

Import prohibition 

(Domestic industry 

protection?)



Non-Tariff Measures during the Covid-19 pandemic - SDGs

• SDGs

• Products And Process! 
(Limited transparency, 

coordination and clarity)



Summary and Additional Information

• More NTMs than tariff measures

– Facilitating: Export/import prohibitions

– Restricting: Tax exemptions or deferral

• Mainly for the objective of ensuring 

domestic supplies of essential goods

• SDGs 1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 15 

– Through agricultural and medical goods

• SDG 17

– Through the process

• UNCTAD Website - COVID-19 and 

NTMs

https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/non-tariff-measures/covid-19-and-ntms
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• NTMs seen as trade costs

→Trade costs reduce trade opportunities

→And therefore reduce trade’s potential to 

→generate income

→create employment 

→reduce poverty

→create financial resources to promote social and 

environmental sustainability

• “trade – growth nexus” or “export led growth”

→ export AND import perspectives are relevant!

Indirect linkages between NTMs and SDGs



NTMs as barriers to trade
Global ad-valorem equivalent of different NTMs
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• Lack of transparency/ 

information costs

• Conformity assessment

– Lack of domestic technical 

infrastructure

– Lack of mutual recognition

– Redundant checks

• ….

• More stringent requirement 

than international 

standards 

• Not science-based

• Lack of harmonization of 

requirements

• (fulfilling SPS Agreement..)

What may turn technical NTMs into "barriers"?

Procedural implementation requirement



Looking at barriers abroad: e.g. EU import NTMs
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COMSUMERS 

• Increased cost of imported 

food / consumer products

– Protection of domestic

producers, but…

– Pass-through of higher 

prices to consumers

= wide population

Looking at barriers at home 
Who pays the price? 

VALUE CHAINS

• Increased cost of imported 

production inputs (e.g. engines 

for car production)

– Protection of domestic inputs 

suppliers?? (engines)

– Increased production cost of 

final product (car)

– Loss of competitiveness of 

domestic producer in final 

product market (car market)

– Pass-through of higher 

prices to consumers



Looking at obstacles at home: e.g. average African AVEs
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