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Past: 
Developing countries
where exporters of raw 
materials. 
High volumen/ low
volume
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Today: 
Developing countries

participate in 
globalized production. 

Importing large
volumes of raw 

materials and inputs



Figure 1.3 International maritime trade, by region, 2019

(Percentage share in total tonnage)
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Video produced by Julian Hoffmann



International maritime trade by cargo type 
(Index: 1990 = 100)
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COVID-19 DISRUPTION 

International maritime 

trade projected to fall by 

4.1% in 2020
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- 3.8%



Why did seaborne trade not decline more?

1. The GDP/Trade ratio of the past changed. 
We have more services in the GDP

2. Companies increased inventories

3. The maritime industry responded well. 
Ports and ships kept operating

4. Some segments recorded an increase in demand 
as people in lock-down buy more stuff
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The economy

Digitalization

Data

Resilience

Climate change
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Figure 3.29 Comparison of dead-weight tonnage of respective fleet and carbon-dioxide emissions 

from bulk carriers, container ships and tankers, 2011–2019

(2011 = 100)
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Source: UNCTAD, based on Marine Benchmark.
http://unctad.org/RMT

http://unctad.org/RMT
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Annual carbon-dioxide 

emissions per vessel 

by flag of registration, 

2019 

Source: UNCTAD, based on Marine Benchmark.
http://unctad.org/RMT

http://unctad.org/RMT


Who leads the IT reforms in your company? 

The CEO

The CTO

Covid-19



Shipping in times of COVID19
A 10-point action plan

https://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=2713

https://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=2713


Is there a trade-off between controls and 
trade facilitation? 
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