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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czIGy8hBRm8

Introduction 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DczIGy8hBRm8&data=05%7C01%7Cralf.peters%40unctad.org%7Ce42151e8c7d04740611908da96329db3%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637987442459576055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xgvMVT%2FX14CKpN7qnk%2FmhZXWAxAPbzSPZ7YTSNSKEyU%3D&reserved=0


Disruption of trade: War in Ukraine 



Disruption of trade: Covid Pandemic



High concentration of production and trade: goods critical to 

combatting COVID-19

Source: WTO 2020

Top 10 exporters of goods critical to combatting COVID-19 account for 72 per 

cent of world supplies



High concentration of production and trade: Food items and 

countries exposed to supply shocks



Trade or “Access to Essential Goods” is needed



Multiple Reasons for fragility of trading system

General:

Traders perceive NTMs

and procedures as most

Important barriers



Trade Regulations and implemented Procedures

Non-tariff measures

regulations

related procedures



Trade Regulations and implemented Procedures

Non-tariff measures

regulations

related procedures

Non-tariff

barriers

based on
- Purpose

- Design

- Lack of 

transparency

- Imple-

mentation

- Inefficiencies



Estimated average ad-valorem equivalents
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Definition(s)

Non-tariff measures are 

• policy measures, other than ordinary customs tariffs, that can potentially have an 
economic effect on international trade in goods, changing quantities traded, or prices 
or both. (UNCTAD 2009) 

NTBs are

• NTMs that have a ‘protectionist or discriminatory intent’.
(Suggested by GNTB MAST, UNCTAD 2009)

• the “evil” form of NTMs, wherein trade restrictiveness, whether or not deliberate, 
exceeds what is needed for the measure’s non-trade objectives (World Bank). 

Trade Facilitation / Procedural Obstacles are 

• the simplification, modernization and harmonization of export and import processes 
(WTO)

• practical challenges and processes that makes compliance with the measures 
difficult. 

• issues related to the process of application of an NTM, rather than the measure itself. clear
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