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Key developments in seaborne 

trade, maritime and port business, 

including key performance indicators



The RMT package

1. Maritime transport demand (trade 
and the economic outlook)

2. Maritime transport supply (shipping 
and port services)

3. Freight rates

4. Key performance indicators

5. Maritime Trade Facilitation

6. Consolidation and competition in 
container shipping

7. Legal issues and regulatory 
developments 



Maritime trade 
recovered in 
2021 but is 
projected to 
slow down
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Chapter 1 International maritime trade            Review of Maritime Transport 2022

Navigating the path to normalization: Selected scenarios

                                      

 
 
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  

 
 
  
  

 
  

  
  

 
 
  

          

          

          

          

Trends shaping the outlook

THE ENERGY 

TRANSITION AND 

DECARBONIZATION

SUPPLY CHAIN 

RECONFIGURATION



Preparing better for 
future challenges

Support growth

Enable trade



Supply constrained 
and disrupted

Port congestion

Inland logistics shortages

Tight shipping availability



Congestion impacted port calls and time 
spent in port

2021

Source: UNCTAD based on data 

provided by MarineTraffic



Less 
reliable 
services



Trade 
recovery 
constrained: 
low fleet 
growth

Note: Propelled seagoing vessels of 100 gross tons and above, as of 
1 January 2022. 



Challenges ahead: Ageing ships



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

       
                    
         

Between 2020 and 2021 total emissions increased 
by 4.7%

Source: UNCTAD, based on data provided by Marine Benchmark. 



• Tackle supply-side infrastructure 
and services constraints

• Move to a clean energy and low-
emissions future

Preparing better for 
future challenges

Predictability 

for investment
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Growth of demand and supply in container shipping, 2007–2022, 
percentage change

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

    

   

    

    

   

            
   

   

      

    

    

   

    
    

      
   

      
   

   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

   

  

 

 

  

  

  
      

      



Chapter 3 Freight rates and transport costs          Review of Maritime Transport 2022

Impact of higher dry bulk freight rates and global grain prices on consumer food prices, selected 
country groups
(percentage)

 

   

   

   

   

   

   
   

   

   

     

                                                                      

   

   

   

   



Monitoring freight rates and charges

Preparing better for 
future challenges

Support the most vulnerable



In conclusion, the year in review:

DISRUPTION 
AFFECTING EVERYONE

MARITIME SUPPLY 
CHAINS CRUCIAL

WE NEED TO BE 
BETTER PREPARED



Thank you!

• Download the report:

• http://unctad.org/rmt

• Access our data:

• http://stats.unctad.org/Maritime

• Contact us:

• rmt@unctad.org

http://unctad.org/rmt
http://stats.unctad.org/Maritime
mailto:rmt@unctad.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: The RMT package
	Slide 3: Maritime trade recovered in 2021 but is projected to slow down
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Preparing better for future challenges
	Slide 6: Supply constrained and disrupted
	Slide 7: Congestion impacted port calls and time spent in port
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Trade recovery constrained: low fleet growth
	Slide 10: Challenges ahead: Ageing ships
	Slide 11: Between 2020 and 2021 total emissions increased by 4.7% 
	Slide 12: Preparing better for future challenges
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Preparing better for future challenges
	Slide 17: In conclusion, the year in review:
	Slide 18: Thank you!

