








Trade Logistics Branch 
• Transport - one of the few areas of sectoral work at UNCTAD - and 

critical to globalization and trade-led growth and development 
– Cross-cutting relevance for achieving progress on most of the SDGs;  
 

• Trade Facilitation - important development dimension 
 

• ASYCUDA - computerized customs management system which covers 
most foreign trade procedures.  

 
• Broad and strong mandate covering all modes of transport 

– Express mandate to carry out research and analysis 
– Focus on the special concerns arising for developing countries, LLDCs, SIDS, LDCs, 

economies in transition 
– Long tradition in research and analysis on economic, policy and legal issues in 

maritime transport 
 

• Synergy between Research and Analysis - Technical Cooperation - Consensus 
Building Activities; Good interagency cooperation 



UNCTAD Supply chain approach 



 

Flagship Report: Review of Maritime Transport  
 

• Annual Flagship Report - since 1968 
• Praised as a standard reference, including by industry 
• Provides data and analysis on international seaborne 

trade, shipping, the world fleet, ports, freight markets, 
and  transport-related regulatory and legal 
developments 

• Statistical data now available online 
 

Transport and Trade Facilitation Newsletter 
 
• Broad readership: approx. 3000 subscribers 
 
See http://unctad.org/rmt , http://unctad.org/transportnews 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://unctad.org/rmt
http://unctad.org/transportnews


 Policy and Legislation  



Policy and Legislation: thematic areas of work 

Based on mandate, expertise and demand 
 
UNCTAD: long history in negotiation of international transport law 
conventions; established expertise in research and analysis 

 
– Commercial transport law (focus on maritime law, multimodal transport, 

carriage of goods by air, ship-source oil-pollution, transport documents) 
 
– Maritime and supply-chain security 

 
– Developments in International Shipping and Seaborne Trade 

 
– Emerging issues: energy, environment, climate change 

 
• Research and analytical studies cover topical and key issues in depth 

 
• Synergy: research, intergovernmental meetings, advice and assistance  



Think: Research and analysis 

– Oil Prices and Maritime Freight Rates: An Empirical Investigation (2011) 

– Liability and Compensation for Ship-Source Oil Pollution: An Overview of the 
International Legal Framework for Oil Pollution Damage from Tankers  (2012) 

– UNCTAD edited volume on Maritime Transport and the Climate Change 
Challenge (2012). Published with Earthscan/Routeledge 

– Yearly contributions to relevant chapters of the Review of Maritime Transport 



Discuss: Consensus building 



Deliver: Capacity building/technical assistance 



Trade Facilitation 



Trade Facilitation: thematic areas of work 

Based on mandate, expertise and demand 
 
UNCTAD: Facllitation of trade part of UNCTAD's core mandate 

 
–  Developing countries integration in international value and supply chains 

(focus import, export and transit procedures ) 
 
– National Trade Facilitation Commitees 

 
– Development of National Trade Facilitation Plans, Technical assistance to 

+35 countries 
 

– Related issues covered by other UNCTAD branches and Divisions:    NTMs, 
e-business and trade portals 

 



Think: Research and analysis 

• Studies on  
TF issues  
 
 
 

• Shipping networks, production of  
UNCTAD Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 

    (LSCI) http://stats.unctad.org/lsci 

• Research on Trade Facilitation  
and Development 

• Repository  
on National  
TF committees 

http://stats.unctad.org/lsci


Discuss: Consensus-Building 

• Multilateral:  
UNCTAD and WTO,  
as well as LLDC  
context 

 

• Regional:  
Collaboration with  
regional groupings  
on TF coordination 

 

• National:  
National TF committees 



Deliver: Technical Assistance and Capacity-Building 

• Main themes  
1) TFA implementation preparation: categorization, notification, 
ratification, project development 
2) National TF committees 
3) Training 
 

• Projects 
Current  

• CEFTA (with DITC) 
• DTIS (with ALDC) 
• GIZ in EAC 

Forthcoming / expected 
• Sweden  
• UK  
• EU 
• Germany 
• China  



Transport 



Transport: thematic areas of work 

Based on mandate, expertise and demand 
 

 
– Transit transport and support to LLDCs and transit developing countries  

(design and implementation of sustainable and resilient transit transport) 
 
– Sustainable and resilient transport systems in the context of the post-

2015 agenda, especially in SIDS  
 

– Monitoring, analysing and assessing the trade logistics needs of 
developing countries and assisting in the design and implementation of 
sustainable and resilient transport systems  

 
– Key issues: Mobilize financial resources to support the implementation of 

sustainable and resilient freight transport systems 
 



 
Think: Research and Analysis  
 
– UNCTAD Review of Maritime Transport 

(Chapters on Freight Rates and Port 
Developments; (2012) Sustainable Freight 
Transport)  

– "The Way to the Ocean: LLCDs & Transit 
Corridors" (2014) 

– "Sustainable Freight Finance" (forthcoming) 

– Journal articles (both writing & peer review) 

– Input in other Division's publications (ALDC 
report, WESP), other organizations (UNESCAP 
Asia & Pacific Annual Statistical Review) or 
joint publications (Oceans Economy report) 



Discuss: Consensus-Building & Outreach 

– Contribution to/substantive servicing of UNCTAD meetings 
(MYEM/AHEM/Commission) 

 
– External (presentations/workshops/roundtables) 

• e.g. The Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation 
(COMCEC) (Turkey) 

• University lectures (Switzerland, London, Hong Kong) 
• OECD Port Cities Programme (Netherlands) 
• Pan African Port Conference (Kenya) 
• Baltic Port Organisation (Denmark), European Sea Ports 

Organization (Greece) 
• International Forum of Ports and Containers (Colombia) 
• Congress of the Federación Colombiana de Agentes Logísticos 

(Colombia). 



Deliver: Technical Assistance and Capacity-Building 
– UNDA 7th tranche - "Capacity 

Building for Control Authorities 
and Transport Operators to 
Improve Efficiency of Cross-border 
Transport in Landlocked and 
Transit Developing Countries" 

 
– UNDA 9th tranche - "Building 

capacities of developing countries 
to enable a reorientation towards 
sustainable freight transport 
through sound transport policy 
measures and adequate financing 
actions and strategies" 

 
– FIATA - Training of Trainers course 

in Freight Forwarding (Tanzania, 
Chile, Zimbabwe etc.) 

 
– Port efficiency: advice to regional 

port associations (PMAWCA) 



Aim: 

 

Build the capacities of 

developing countries to shift 

towards sustainable freight 

transport systems 

 

 

 

 

 

Key activities include: 

  

Training toolkit 

Web platform 

Capacity building workshops 

(in East Africa - Northern and 

Central Corridors and in the 

Caribbean) 

Advisor services 





In 2015, 95 countries are using ASYCUDA 

21 staff in Geneva and around 100 ASYCUDA specialists in the field  

Two ASYCUDA Newsletters are published yearly  
 



ASYCUDA AROUND THE WORLD 

ASYCUDA in 5 continents 
Source : ASYCUDA World Report 

Africa  41 

Americas and 
the Caribbean  

22  

Asia and Pacific  15 

Europe  10 

Middle-East  
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• 5 continents 

• 8 regional support centers 

• 19 languages and 8 alphabets 

• 20 core staff and 100 working in field 

• 30 years of experience 

• 60 active projects 

• 95 national and regional implementations 

• 70.000 trained ASYCUDA users 

• 15.000.000 customs operations per year 

• 50.000.000 transactions annually 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ch/url?q=http://www.trulycaribbean.net/blog/2010/10/14/shippers-and-brokers-receive-asycuda-world-customs-training/&sa=U&ei=XDkYU8OPM8jkswbcvIHQAQ&ved=0CDYQ9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNGKLsrzQ1Gfd5gl2X0KV0MO8-DMsQ
http://www.google.ch/url?q=http://193.188.88.45/index_fr.html&sa=U&ei=XDkYU8OPM8jkswbcvIHQAQ&ved=0CEgQ9QEwDQ&usg=AFQjCNGJR5fpAGAvuzRaBP3qdUFIhQhWxQ
http://www.google.ch/url?q=http://chimpreports.com/index.php/business/12581-kagina-rolls-out-automated-system-for-customs-data.html&sa=U&ei=xTkYU5SbI4GHswbKtoC4BA&ved=0CEQQ9QEwCzgU&usg=AFQjCNEZb8FHZOhqUfJsKDOZw1hxn06m5w


(Web/Internet Version)  

  Protection of previous investments 
    Coexists/cooperates with ASYCUDA++ / Other systems 

  Full ownership of the beneficiary country  
    Source code 

    Training of the national team 

    e-Documents and templates 

  Full advantage of new IT technologies  
    Implementation without disruptions 

    Low deployment costs 

    Electronic signature, multimedia, etc… 

  Paves the way to full e-Government systems  
    Customs Administration and other governmental entities  

    Low operational risks 

    Low development costs 

    Preparation of a “paperless administration”  

 




