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• The global consumption 
floor has stagnated for the 
last 20-30 years 

• Poverty eradication means 
doubling it in the next 15 
years  
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• Continuing the trend of the 
MDG period: 
– the average income of the 

poorest 10% of people in 
LDCs would be 40% below the 
extreme poverty line in 2030 

– it would not reach the 
poverty line until 2056 

– even then, some 5% would 
still be in extreme poverty. 
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Annual net increase in rural access to 
electricity, water and sanitation, LDCs, 

1990‒2012 and 2030  target  
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• Opportunities differ considerably 

• RNFE development is more 
difficult further from towns 

• But increasing rural-urban 
access is two-edged 

• Wider markets and increased 
access to inputs 

• Loss of natural protection 

• Disadvantages cf established 
urban suppliers 

• Managing the opening process is 
critical 

Madagascar: Distance from 
nearest town (>50,000 pop.) 

< 2hours 
2-4 hours 
4-8 hours 
8-16 hours 
> 16 hours 
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