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	Biographical notes


	
Paul Wessendorp is Chief of the Investment Facilitation Section of the Geneva-based United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).  A national of the Netherlands, he has worked since 1994 with UNCTAD.  He is responsible for a global technical assistance programme aimed at strengthening national capacities to promote and facilitate foreign investment.  This programme provides advisory services and training, supports the exchange of best practices between investment promotion agencies (IPAs), and prepares a series of publications related to the work of IPAs.  In 2003, Mr. Wessendorp initiated an UNCTAD programme on good governance in investment promotion, which staged several international meetings and provided support to a dozen developing countries. In 2008, he led a team that organized the inaugural World Investment Forum.  Mr. Wessendorp is author and co-author of several UN publications on investment promotion-related issues.

Before joining UNCTAD, Mr. Wessendorp worked in the area of investment and economic development with the United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations (UNCTC) in New York, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Nairobi, and the Netherlands Directorate General for International Cooperation (DGIS) in The Hague.  Mr. Wessendorp is an Economic Geographer and Development Planner and has an M.A. from the University of Utrecht, The Netherlands.



	Natalia Guerra de Arias, a national of Venezuela, has been with UNCTAD's Division on Investment and Enterprise (DIAE) since 1999. She has coordinated technical assistance projects in the area of investment promotion, investor targeting and institutional strengthening for Latin American and African countries.  Ms. Guerra also coordinates and delivers UNCTAD’s training programme on investor targeting, investment promotion for diplomats and investment policy advocacy and, the joint training activities with the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA).  She has served as Outreach Coordinator for DIAE from 2001-2003. 

Prior to joining UNCTAD, Ms. Guerra worked for four years in the private sector and seven years at the Venezuelan National Council for Investment Promotion (CONAPRI), one of the first agencies of its kind in the region.  Ms. Guerra has a degree in Economics from the Universidad Central de Venezuela, post-graduate studies in Public Policy and Development Management and intensive training in management, marketing and communication, strategic planning and workshop facilitation. 


