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1. What are Non-Tariff Measures? 



What are Non-Tariff Measures: examples

→ Coffee beans: Residues of 
ochratoxin A should be lower 
than 5.0 (μg/kg)

→ Virgin coconut oil: Label need to 
have a “best before date”

→ Voluntary sustainability 
standards → not NTMs

Exporting agri products
→ Motor vehicles: Emission levels 

of hydrocarbons and nitrogen 
oxides should be lower than 
0.024 (g/km) and 0.009 (g/km). 

→ Electric vehicles: Battery should 
pass a safety test.

Importing cars



Non-Tariff Measures

Policy measures, other than 
ordinary customs tariffs, that 
can potentially have an 
economic effect on 
international trade in goods, 
changing quantities traded, 
or prices or both
(UNCTAD Group of Eminent Persons on NTBs)

Neutral concept

Often domestic measures

Export and Import



NTMs are not Non-Tariff Barriers

Eliminating NTMs is not always an option

Designed to achieve 
legitimate public policy 
objectives -

Health 

Environment

Product quality

Public moral

… 

Incurring costs, particularly -

Information cost 

Compliance cost 
o Lack of transparency 

o High complexity

o Lack of cooperation

→ Relatively higher burden 
on MSMEs and SIDS



NTMs are linked with the SDGs

Economic pillar:

➢ NTMs -> Trade -> Income, Employment, 
Poverty reduction

Environmental and social pillar:

➢ Health warning label on alcohol -> (SDG 
Target 3.5) Strengthen the prevention and 
treatment of … harmful use of alcohol

➢ Ban on cigarette-shaped toys in order 
to implement the WHO Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (SDG Target 3.a.)



2. The impact of NTMs



What is the impact of NTMs?

Source: UNCTAD, 2015. 
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• On aggregate, SPS measures and
TBT are the costliest of all non-
tariff measures.

• However, elimination is not an 
option due to critical public benefits 
of health or environmental 
protection.

• Still, venues exist that reduce costs 
while maintaining regulatory 
benefits.



NTMs can be costly

• Ad valorem equivalent 
(AVE) vary 
considerably at the 
bilateral level

• AVEs are higher when 
bilateral trade consists 
of mostly agricultural 
products 

Source: UNCTAD, 2025. Available at: https://unctad.org/publication/non-
tariff-measures-border-gtap-level-analysis
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Transparency 
and 
harmonization 
can reduce 
costs
Transparency can 
reduce impact of 
technical NTMs by 
~25% (OECD, 2021). 

Regulatory 
convergence can also 
have a positive impact.

Regulatory distance in agri-food: an African 
example

Source: UNCTAD, 2024. Available at: 
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-
guide-accessing-and-analysing-data

Different NTMs

Similar NTMs

https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data
https://unctad.org/publication/making-sense-non-tariff-measures-users-guide-accessing-and-analysing-data


The number of NTMs is on the rise

Source: WTO, 2025.

There has been a steady increase in the number of
notified SPS and TBTs to the WTO.



Transparency provisions in 
trade agreements

EPA
WTO SPS Agreement

AfCFTA Annex 4 Trade Facilitation



3. UNCTAD’s programme on NTMs



UNCTAD Non-Tariff Measures 
programme

Transparency                                 Good Regulations

Conception 

classification 

data 
selection

Data 
collection
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quality 
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Data 
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nation
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freely 
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Research 
and 

analysis

Policy

Support to 
Policymakers 
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making 
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Guides the concept and data collection
Programme → https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/non-tariff-measures

Systemic 
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International classification of NTMs

A common language

 Established by a Multi Agency 
Support Team (MAST)

 Initiated by UNCTAD

 Including FAO, ITC, OECD, UNIDO, 
World Bank, WTO

 Regularly updated
Chart

Description automatically generated

Source: UNCTAD (2019). International Classification of non-tariff measures: Edition 2019. United Nations. New York. Available at: https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/non-tariff-measures/NTMs-classification
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International classification of NTMs
Tree structure example

About 500 
measures in the 
classification

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)

B1 Import authorisation / licensing related to TBT measures

…

B2 Tolerance limits for residues and restricted use of substances

…

B8 Conformity assessment related to TBT

B81 Product registration / approval requirements

B82 Testing requirements

…

B85 Traceability requirements

B851 Origin of materials and parts

B852 Processing history

B853 Distribution and location of products after delivery

B859 Traceability requirements not elsewhere specified

B89 Conformity assessment related to TBT not elsewhere specified

B9 TBT measures not elsewhere specified
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• In the Food Safety Act 2022 (of country A), sanitary certificate (A83) on poultry meat (HS

0207) imported from (country B)



Data dissemination

 Comprehensive data available at: 

 trainsonline.unctad.org
→ for policy makers

 globaltradehelpdesk.org
→ for traders

 wits.worldbank.org
→ for researchers

trainsonline.unctad.org
trainsonline.unctad.org
https://globaltradehelpdesk.org/
https://globaltradehelpdesk.org/
wits.worldbank.org
wits.worldbank.org


TRAINS online

 NTM data easily accessible by:

• Product

• Country

• Trade partner

Source: UNCTAD, 2025. https://unctad.org/publication/non-tariff-
measures-border-gtap-level-analysis

(1) Frequency index captures the share of traded product lines subject to at least one NTM. 
Coverage ratio is the share of trade value subject to NTMs. 
Prevalence score shows the average number of distinct NTMs applied to regulated products.

 Detailed information also showing 
different indicators(1) by:

• Sector

• Measure
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4. NTMs and SIDS



An overview of 
NTMs in SIDS

The TRAINS database 
already include NTMs of 20 
out of 39 SIDS. 

Another 10 are currently 
being collected and will be 
available in early 2026. 



SIDS are open economies

• Trade plays a larger 
role in SIDS than in 
most other economies.

• SIDS rely more on 
global markets, 
making them exposed 
to external shocks.

• Transparency in 
NTMs is important for 
SIDS!



Importance of NTMs for SIDS

Ensure imported and exported 
goods meet international 
health standards. 

Example:  SPS check on 
imported food → Rice shall be 
free from heavy metals in 
amounts which may represent 
a hazard to human health.

Protect a unique environment Ensure food safety and public 
health

Promoting sustainable trade

Many SIDS have a unique 
environment. NTMs can help 
protect it.

Example:  Requirements to 
isolate animals or plants on 
arrival in a port for a given 
period to prevent the spread 
of infectious or contagious 
disease or contamination.

Well-designed NTMs help 
manage risks and build more 
sustainable trade systems.

Example: Ban on single-use 
plastics to protect marine 
ecosystems. 



UNCTAD work with SIDS

1. To increase 
transparency in trade-
related regulations and 
NTMs

Reduce information and 
compliance cost

2. To help countries in 
the Pacific region to 
make “good” NTMs that:

Meet policy objectives, 
while not restricting trade 
too much

Support economic 
integration in the region 
and the world

Example: IMPACT project in the Pacific region. 

Objectives:



Help SIDS exporting

Source: UNCTAD (2023). Papua New Guinea Vanilla Export Guide. Available 
at: https://unctad.org/system/files/official-
document/tcsditcinf2023d9_en.pdf
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Facilitate SIDS' compliance with 
Transparency Commitments



Support SIDS in assessing their NTMs

Source: UNCTAD (2023). ASSESSING COST-EFFECTIVENESS
OF NON-TARIFF MEASURES. Available at: https://unctad.org/project/non-
tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados

Policy recommendations (Summary)

• Advance trade facilitation – implement the 
National Single Window and Trade 
Information Portal to improve efficiency and 
transparency.

• Strengthen institutional capacity –
increase staff resources, training, and 
cross-agency collaboration.

• Promote regional NTM harmonization –
support OECS/CARICOM data sharing, 
regulatory alignment, and regional food 
security goals.

https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados
https://unctad.org/project/non-tariff-measures-cost-effectiveness-toolkit-in-barbados


5. Key takeaways



Key takeaways

NTMs are essential but costly
– They safeguard health, safety, and the environment, but 
compliance can be burdensome.

Transparency and cooperation reduce costs
– Clear information, data sharing, and regulatory 
convergence lower trade barriers without undermining 
policy goals.

For SIDS, NTMs are critical
– They protect biodiversity, ensure food safety, and 
support SMEs in accessing global markets.



Thank you



Additional resources
UNCTAD NTM webpage: https://unctad.org/topic/trade-

analysis/non-tariff-measures

TRAINS Online database: 
https://trainsonline.unctad.org/home

Selected publications: 
→ Promoting food security through non-tariff measures: From costs to benefits

→ Link

→ Trade regulations for climate action: New insights from the global non-tariff 
measures database 
→ Link

→ Guidelines for the collection of data on official non-tariff measures
→ Link

→ Non-tariff measures from A to Z 
→ Link
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